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  MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   REPRESENTING:     

Mr. Tom Stratton    Brian Head City 
Mr. Kit Wareham    Cedar City 
Mr. Rob Dotson    Enoch City 
Mr. Steve Platt    Iron County 
Mr. Shayne Scott    Parowan City 
Mr. Monte Aldridge    Utah Dept. of Transportation 

 
MEMBERS EXCUSED:    REPRESENTING:   
Mr.  David Ence    Kanarraville Town 
Mayor Connie Robinson   Paragonah Town 

 
  OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   REPRESENTING: 
  Mr. Reed Erickson    Iron County 
  Mr. Scott Leavitt    Five County Assoc. of Governments 
  
 
 

I. Quorum Declaration  
     Mr. Tom Stratton welcomed all in attendance and declared there was a quorum. 
 
 

II. Approval of Minutes for November 7, 2011 and November 30, 2011  
 

A motion was made by Mr. Kit Wareham, seconded by 
Mr. Shayne Scott, to approve the Minutes of the 
   November 7, 2011 and November 30, 2011 

                            Rural Transportation Advisory Committee meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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III. Belt Route Alignment Discussion 
 Mr. Reed Erickson, Iron County Planner, came to the Rural Transportation Advisory   
Committee  to gather input on the proposed Cedar Valley area belt route. He 
explained that he needs recommendations to take back to the County Planning 
Commission. In addition, Mr. Steve Platt wants to  take recommendations to a UDOT 
quarterly meeting  in two weeks 
 
Mr. Erickson explained that an industrial subdivision proposal has been brought 
before the Planning Commission that lies in the path of the belt route alignment at 
the intersection of 5700 West and Iron Springs Road. 
 
Mr. Platt shared some alternative alignments for the belt route as developed by 
Leslie & Associates Engineering, with the preferred alignment coming out on Iron 
Springs Road at 5700 West.  This alignment would affect three lots of the proposed 
subdivision, but the property owner would gain property on the other side of the 
intersection.  
 

The belt route alignment could be moved to follow along U-56 to 5300 West and 
from there follow Iron Springs Road.  The intersection of 5700 West and Iron Springs 
Road could then be kept as a local status intersection. 
 
Mr. Platt noted that the Eastern Area Transportation Study indicates the belt route 
running along 5700 West. Other members of the RTAC added that they didn’t think 
that was a formal designation, just an indicator that a belt route would go through 
the general area. 

 
It is expected that there will be future residential development along 5300 West and 
there would be impact to those residences if 5300 West was chosen for the belt 
route. 

 
Whether using 5700 West or 5300 West, there would need to be an improved at-
grade or new separated-grade railway crossing.  The crossing at 5300 West is actually 
a private crossing according to the State Institutional Trust Lands Administration 
(SITLA).  Making a grade-separated crossing there would require working with the 
railroad and SITLA. Port 15 has a railroad crossing within its boundaries that would 
have to be accounted for. 
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Commissioner Dale Brinkerhoff has been asking questions of Mr. Kit Wareham 
regarding access to the belt route from Port 15.  Mr. Wareham stated that if Port 15 
would support using 5300 West, then he would; if they wouldn’t support it, then Mr. 
Wareham wouldn’t either.  It was recommended that the leadership of Port 15 be 
contacted to discuss the railroad crossings and the heavier load of traffic 5300 West 
would carry if it were designated as the belt route. 

 
It was noted that there has already been an acquisition of property 50 feet east of 
the center line along 5700 West between U-56 and Iron Springs Road, in anticipation 
of using 5700 West as the main corridor. The previous County Commission planned to 
acquire the right-of-way for the corridor using Council of Government (COG) corridor 
preservation funds. The road would be developed to a point, and then when federal 
funds were applied for and an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) required, the EIS 
would lean toward the use of the  corridor. 
 
However, with so many factors involved there was some question among members 
of the RPO Advisory Committee as to whether an EIS should be done first  to identify 
the priority alignment.  And if a study is not contracted out, who makes the decision 
regarding the alignment of the belt route:  the Iron County Rural Planning 
Organization, the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) as an RPO partner, or 
simply the County Commission?   
 
Mr. Monte Aldridge from UDOT suggested that the RTAC and RTEC should consider 
the situation and make a recommendation to the County Commissioners. This is a 
new resource for the County Commissioners to utilize and the members of the RTAC 
agreed that they can provide some valid expertise.  There was some discussion 
regarding how far the RTAC goes in its advisory role. It was suggested to provide the 
major facts  of a few alternatives.  Mr. Aldridge said he would do some follow-up to 
see how decisions were made on some other projects in the Salt Lake area. 

 
      Other questions that still need to be answered are where the belt route will 

connect to Interstate 15; and which roads the Alton coal hauling trucks will be 
travelling. 
 
 

 
IV. Build Out Study Update 

Mr. Leavitt showed the group the draft Build-out Study.  He will try to have it 
finished by the next RTAC meeting in March.  Each Iron County entity will have a 
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chapter devoted to it, starting with a brief overview of the community, then land 
use/zoning ordinances, and then tables indicating the final build-out numbers. 
 
Mr. Leavitt would like to take the build-out numbers and apply the numbers to 
future travel levels on specific roads to determine which roads will need 
improvement and which accesses will need alteration.  However, the Memorandum 
of Understanding with UDOT only requires the build-out numbers themselves.  

 
 

V. Other Discussion Items 
     A.  Mr. Aldridge inquired after which City Councils have adopted the Access 
           Management Agreement. Cedar City and Parawon have already. 
     B.  Mr. Tom Stratton reported how much traffic has increased in the Brian Head area 
           with SR-14 closed. 
     C.  Mr. Leavitt wants to collect contact information on individuals in communities 
           who are involved in trail planning.  He will contact RTAC members with an email. 
     D.  Cedar City has been designated as one of the ten best places to retire again. 
     E.   Mr. Platt pointed out some clarification needed on the Project Prioritization list. 
     F.   Mr. Platt asked if anyone had received information on the impact of the Alton 
           Coal Mine truck hauling on Iron Springs Road?  Mr. Aldridge said that the Wilbur 
           Smith report will not go so far as to provide actual costs. 
    G.  The next meeting will be held in the Parowan Library at 2:00 pm. 

 
 

VI.  Adjourn 
        The meeting was adjourned. 
 

 
 
 

 

 


