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MINUTES 

Rural Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) 
March 7, 2011, 2:00 pm 

Iron County Offices 
82 N 100 E, Cedar City, UT 

 
 

 
  MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   REPRESENTING:     

Mr. Kit Wareham    Cedar City 
Mr. Steve Platt    Iron County 
Mr. Shayne Scott    Parowan City 
Mr. Monte Aldridge    Utah Dept. of Transportation 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:    REPRESENTING:   
Mr. Tom Stratton    Brian Head City 
Mr. Rob Dotson    Enoch City 
Ms. Kay Carter     Kanarraville Town 
Mayor Connie Robison   Paragonah Town 

 
  OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   REPRESENTING:  
  Mr. Scott Snow    Utah Dept. of Transportation 
  Mr. Todd Stowell    Five County Assoc. of Governments 
  Mr. Scott Leavitt    Five County Assoc. of Governments 

Ms. Doni Pack     Five County Assoc. of Governments 
  Mr. Curt Hutchings    Five County Assoc. of Governments 
 
 
 
 

I. Introductions & Quorum Declaration      

Mr. Shayne Scott, Vice-Chair, welcomed all in attendance and declared there was a 
not a quorum present. 

 
 

II. Approval of January 3, 2011 Minutes  
The January 3, 2011 Minutes could not be voted on because there was not a quorum 
present. 
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III. Access Management 

Mr. Scott Leavitt began a discussion regarding the nature of an Access Management 
Agreement.  A main point he made is that an Access Management Agreement at the 
Rural Planning Organization (RPO) level is just a policy statement, it’s not going to be 
in depth at the same level that you would have at your community and that’s not 
really the objective of this; it’s to put the policy out there and have a unified vision 
at a regional level, then let the communities adopt detail on their own. 
 
Mr. Todd Stowell inquired regarding also providing a small model Access 
Management Agreement that is focused on detail that could be available for the 
smaller communities which do not have the personnel or expertise to create a local 
plan. 
 
Mr. Scott Snow suggested that the Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) could 
help the smaller communities that have a State road in their boundaries develop 
local Access Management Plans and even Master Plans or Corridor Plans. 
 
Mr. Snow continued that there are many rules regarding access, intersections, traffic 
signals, impact studies, etc. Cedar City has a very short management plan; some of 
the other communities have no plans in place. 
 
Mr. Steve Platt remarked that they may want to add something about Corridor 
Preservation. 
 
The question was raised regarding how much development creates the peak traffic 
numbers used as guidelines in the document.  Mr. Snow clarified that peak hours 
occur in the morning and in the afternoon in a residential area.  A commercial area 
would have different peak hours.  There was a request to get more information on 
what and when creates peak trips for clarification. 
 
Mr. Todd Stowell pointed out that the Access Agreement currently applies to State 
Roads and other roadways.  He questioned what roads fall under “other roadways”. 
Mr. Curt Hutchings responded that a good definition is “roads of regional 
significance” which means an arterial or major collector street. 
 
Mr. Leavitt pointed out that development quite distant from a particular access can 
still affect the particular access if traffic is channeled that way.  Mr. Steve Platt 
would like to include more detail, such as a map with indicated roads, rather than 
keeping the wording general.  Mr. Snow clarified that if a traffic study is required by 
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the Access Management Agreement, the study would indicate which roads would be 
affected and how. 
 
Mr. Stowell suggested that the requirement that each community adopt a master 
transportation plan and review it on a regular basis would serve the purpose of 
creating such a map. He pointed out that a master transportation plan is required by 
State law. 
 
Mr. Hutchings suggested the wording, “along state highways and other byways 
indicated in the community’s master transportation plan.” 
 
Mr. Stowell asked where the access management language is in the plan, such as 
functional classifications or types of access. 
 
Mr. Leavitt agreed to reword the draft to accommodate the above concerns and 
have that ready for the next Rural Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) 
meeting.  The Agreement needs to be presented to the Rural Transportation 
Executive Committee (RTEC) and approved before the end of the contract year, 
which is June 30, 2011. 
 
 
IV.Other Items 

A. Trails 
Parowan City held a trails meeting on January 12, 2011 and initiated trails 
planning.  Mr. Leavitt suggested that each community assign a representative.  
He suggested the RPO could play a role in structuring trails data collection and 
planning. The RPO could be involved at different levels of involvement. 
 
Mr. Scott related a recent charrette held at Parowan hosted by Utah State 
University design students who will develop recommendations for Parowan City.  
A meeting presenting their results will be held on March 15th at 6:00 pm.   
 
Mr. Scott added that trails development should also be addressed on a regional 
level, with meetings held quarterly or as needed. The County has their own 
dedicated employees who have worked with dedication on trails development. 
 
Trails can include the US Forest Service or can be urban trails between 
communities. 
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Mr. Hutchings suggested that each jurisdiction have a trails representative who 
could report to the RPO on a quarterly basis to keep all County communities 
updated on projects and plans. 
 
Mr. Aldridge pointed out that UDOT doesn’t build or maintain trails, but they do 
provide funding through the Enhancement Committee.  Successful projects are 
part of regional plans. The Enhancement Committee weighs regional planning 
heavily as they determine which projects receive funding. 
 
No clear structure for trails coordination was established but many ideas were 
put forth. The RPO will wait for an indicator that there is a need to meet 
regarding trails. 
 
Mr. Platt asked questions regarding how Enhancement Funds are allocated.  Mr. 
Aldridge answered that it is a Statewide competition.  There are 12 different 
project categories including trails, lighting, and downtown beautification. There 
is a $500,000 limit and most require an 80/20 match.  Overmatch and completed 
environmental documents add points to the scoring of an application.   
 
B. RPO Logo 
 Mr. Leavitt suggested that adopting a logo would be a good action for the RPO 
 and provided a few examples. He asked for additional ideas. 
 
C. Bridge Closure 
Mr. Platt reported that beginning March 8, 2011 the Bowery Creek Bridge road 
to Yankee Meadows will be closed for two and one half months. The US Forest 
Service provided the funding. 
 
D. Priorities and Modelling 
Mr. Aldridge has been pursuing project prioritization with the Region Four 
planning group and modeling.  Of great concern is the opening of the Alton Coal 
Mine. Iron County has not been kept informed of the status of the Mine.  Mr. 
Aldridge said that approximately 160 filled coal trucks a day are going to be 
travelling out to Iron Springs, possibly Delta. 
 
Mr. Aldridge has been working with Wilbur-Smith to determine the impacts of 
this large amount of truck traffic.  UDOT is willing to put $80,000 into this 
modeling. Bids are coming in at $84-85,000 Mr. Hutchings believes the RPO has 
approximately $3,000 of consulting funds that could be contributed. Perhaps 
UDOT regional contingency funds could make up the difference. 
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  E.Determine next meeting place  
  The next meeting will be held May 2, 2011 at the Five County AOG offices at  
  88 E Fiddlers Canyon Dr, Cedar City. 
 
 

I. Adjourn         
        The meeting was adjourned at 3:30pm.  
 
 
 

 


