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MINUTES 
Transportation Advisory Committee (RTAC) 

September 12, 2011, 2:00 pm 
Brian Head Town Offices 

56 N. Hwy 143, Brian Head, UT 

 
 
  MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   REPRESENTING:     

Mr. Tom Stratton    Brian Head City 
Mr. Kit Wareham    Cedar City 
Mr. Rob Dotson    Enoch City 
Mr. Steve Platt    Iron County 
Mr. Shayne Scott    Parowan City 
Mr. Monte Aldridge    Utah Dept. of Transportation 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT:    REPRESENTING:   
Ms. Kay Carter     Kanarraville Town 
Mayor Connie Robinson   Paragonah Town 

 
  OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   REPRESENTING: 
  Mr. Grey Turner    Wilbur-Smith 
  Mr. Walt Steinvorth    Utah Dept of Transportation 
  Mr. Scott Leavitt    Five County Assoc. of Governments 
  
 

 
I. Quorum Declaration      

Mr. Tom Stratton welcomed all in attendance. At 2:05 pm Item III was presented. 
More members arrived and a quorum was declared at 2:50.  

 
 

II. Approval of May 02, 2011 and June 01, 2011 Minutes     
 

       A motion was made by Mr. Kit Wareham, seconded by 
Mr. Steve Platt, to approve the Minutes of the May 2, 2011 
 Rural Transportation Advisory Committee meeting, 
                        with the following changes: 
Item VI, Paragraph Five, Line Three should read “…Platt pointed out 

that because of the Utah – Nevada Pipeline, the Iron Springs Road…”  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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A motion was made by Mr. Steve Platt, seconded by 
Mr. Kit Wareham, to approve the Minutes of the June 1, 2011 
 Rural Transportation Advisory Committee meeting, 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

III. Tri-County Coal Haul Study Update 
Mr. Grey Turner from Wilbur-Smith & Associates gave the Advisory Committee an 
update on the Tri-County Coal Haul Study. Wilbur-Smith has basically completed the 
collection of information, evaluation, analysis, and developing findings and 
recommendations.  Specific recommendations were only recently submitted to the 
Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) and will not be released until UDOT has 
had an opportunity to review and comment on them. Mr. Walt Steinvorth said that a 
formal recommendations presentation will be given at the next RTAC meeting in 
November. 
 
The study area includes the coal mine area, just three to five miles south/southeast 
of Alton, Utah. The travel course is north up Utah-89 from Alton through Panguitch, 
over SR-20 west to I-15, then south to the central Cedar City exit. From there the 
trucks will travel west on SR-56 then on to Iron Springs Road to the rail line 
platforms. 
 
The Coal Company is currently hauling 25 trucks per day up to Delta for test burns. 
The Company will ultimately be hauling to Cedar City with plans to increase to 150 
trucks a day, running six days a week, from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm. 
 
Elements of the study include the pavement and bridges.  The bridges should stay 
out of poor condition for the first fifteen years or so.  Environmental aspects are 
substantial, with a large portion of roadway within environmentally constrained 
areas.  This is not a problem if vehicles stay on the right-of-way. 
 
Traffic counts compared to capacity indicate no existing, current problems. 
 
The study includes a three year crash summary, which indicates the most currently 
collected accident trends.  Future summaries will be compared to this baseline to 
see if accidents increase with the addition of the truck traffic. 
 
Some recommendations within the study include altering the turn from the mine 
road onto US-89, where US-89 makes a turn in Panguitch, and passing lane 
information on US-89 recently studied by UDOT.  
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Other areas of concern include the turn from US-89 onto SR-20, the Cedar City exit 
ramp onto SR-56, and some turn lanes along Iron Springs Road.   Signal phasing 
modifications will be considered along Iron Springs Road. 
 
An implementation plan will be developed to outline what modifications need to be 
done now and which will need to be done later.  
 
The exact location of the Coal Company’s future facility along the rail line is not yet 
known.  Mr. Steve Platt asked if the movement of the coal through Iron County 
makes the County eligible for CIB mineral funds.  This will be investigated.   
 
The use of impact fees from development along Iron Springs Road or creating a 
special assessment area were considered as means of income to help maintain the 
impacted infrastructure.  It was noted that it is good to maintain an updated Capital 
Improvements Plan.  Toll fees are an option. 
 
 

IV. Iron County Fair Report 
Mr. Scott Leavitt reported on the attendance at the RPO booth at the Iron County 
Fair.  Attendance was very poor, but the location of the booth was less than desired. 
The majority of attendees did state that they feel there needs to be a signal in front 
of Love’s truck stop. 
 
 

V. Transportation Priority List 
Mr. Leavitt asked the Committee if they had any changes to the Project Prioritization 
list from last year.  Mr. Kit Wareham asked when items should be removed off the 
list, for example the Cedar City south interchange that is beginning with the design 
work in two weeks. Mr. Monte Aldridge of UDOT explained that it is funded for 
construction so it will stay on the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
(STIP) until it is completed. It was moved forward from Phase Three to Phase One 
last year based on participation and involvement of Cedar City.  Cedar City would 
like a multi-use trail for livestock and ATV’s connected with that project. 
 
Eventually these prioritization projects will be shifted onto a Long Range Plan.  The 
Priority List will be addressed again beginning in January. 
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VI. Build Out Study Update 
Mr. Leavitt explained that an RPO Build Out Study is the major project for the RPO to 
complete within this fiscal year. He still needs GIS information from others besides 
Parowan and the County.   
 
Any land use, zoning, and/or general plans are needed from the communities.  The 
GIS files are going to be the most helpful in writing the Study.  Shape files are 
preferable. 
 
Mr. Leavitt will be working on this in the near future. He will be contacting all 
entities.  The draft needs to be submitted by July.  The Study calculates based on 
current land use what the maximum growth could be and then the needs for road 
upgrades can be planned ahead for. 
 
 

VII. Other Discussion Items 
A. Mr. Leavitt mentioned that the Access Management Agreement Policy still 

needs to be followed up with each municipality to create their own Access 
Management rules and to integrate the applied policy into their 
transportation plans. 

B. Mr. Tom Stratton reported on efforts to use the new SR-143 ATV trail. A 
group ride went very successfully. 

C. Mr. Stratton also took a UDOT construction permit to begin an SR-143 trail 
on top. The Forest Service stopped the construction based on their fee-title 
ownership of the property. The trail was left uncompleted, only two- thirds 
completed. 

 
 

VIII. Adjourn 
A. The next meeting will be held on November 7, 2011, at 2:00 pm. in Enoch City. 
B. The meeting was adjourned by motion.     

         
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


